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‘We welcome everyone into our community to live, love and learn together in the light and example of Jesus Christ’

www.olfatima.bham.sch.uk
‘Attentive

and Discerning’

Pupils at Our Lady of Fatima School aim to be attentive to their experiences and to their vocation
and discerning about the choices they make and the effects of those choices.

We are fast approaching the

of the importance of being selfless, giving to others and

end

learning to truly love others, as Jesus loves us. This is

of

yet

extremely

another

busy

and

the message your children hear on a regular basis, so

successful academic year at Our Lady of Fatima

that they live, according to the virtues of the church

School and so I would like to offer my thanks and

that we teach.

appreciation to all parents, colleagues, Academy
Committee members and the school and parish
communities for their support to in making our
school the very special place it is. We continue to
live out our Mission Statement by all working
together,

whilst

enabling

your

children

to

experience rich and varied learning experiences in a
nurturing and caring environment. Thank you for the
partnership we share and the support we receive
which is vital for your children to thrive, be happy,
succeed and reach their full potential.

‘Love is always at the service of others. Because love
is seen in actions, not words’.
Pope Francis@Pontifex

_________________________________________
The Sacrament of Confirmation
On Tuesday 26th June Year 6 visited St
Chad’s Cathedral as part of their
preparations for the Sacrament of Confirmation. The
Vicar General, Monsignor Timothy Menzies would like to
share with you all how very impressed the staff at the
Cathedral were with the knowledge, understanding and

Pope Francis’ Tweets

impeccable behaviour of our pupils. I would like to offer

Every day, our Holy Father Pope Francis, tweets a

my sincere thanks to Year 6; it is always a pleasure to

message of hope for all. It really is worth following him,

hear that our pupils are a credit to their families and

as his messages are all so poignant. He often reminds us

their school whenever they learn off-site. On Tuesday
10th July Bishop Robert Byrne will be confirming our

Year 6 children. I am sure that the Mass will be a

packs in the Autumn term for the local homeless

beautiful, reverent and spirit filled occasion. Please keep

people.

Year 6 and their families in your prayers as the children

Finally, watch this space, as the Mini Vinnies are

continue to prepare for their transition to their

going on tour! Before the end of term, they will be

Secondary Schools.

travelling by bus to go and visit our friends at Our
Lady and St Kenelms School, Halesowen. Their Mini

Mini Vinnies
Our Mini Vinnie fundraising began
with a ‘Pyjama Day’ on 8th June
which raised £190.96. Then during
the weekend of 23rd and 24th June
some of the Mini Vinnies presented at all three
Masses at Our Lady of Fatima Church. Chloe, Anna,
Rosa, Evie, Jennifer, Tara, Abel, Francesca, Mia and
Sofia informed the parishioners about their good
works. The parishioners were most generous and
the Mini Vinnies raised £232.57. Our thanks to
Father Craig for allowing the children to speak
about this important mission.
On Friday 29th June the whole school took part in
another big fundraiser: the 'Big Mile'. The children
walked a mile (or thereabouts, due to the very hot
weather conditions) around the school field whilst
thinking and praying for those who are less
fortunate than ourselves. Many other schools and

Vinnies visited us a few weeks ago and so our Mini
Vinnies are going to return the visit.
Thank you very much for your continued support.
We definitely could not be carrying out our mission
without you.
_______________________________
Welcome!
On 9th July we welcome Mrs Sunner who will begin
working at Our Lady of Fatima School as Senior
Office Manager. I would like to offer my sincere
thanks to Mrs Hayden for ‘holding the fort’ so
brilliantly during this time of transition. Thank you
also to Mrs Liddy and Mrs Cameron for generously
offering their time and support in assisting Mrs
Hayden.
_____________________________________
Classes for September 2018
Reception Class

Mrs Lake

this during the month of June and so we stood in

Year 1

Mrs Zorescu

solidarity with them to fight against poverty. Each

Year 2

Mrs Levack

Year 3

Mrs Workman

Year 4

Mr Smith

bring in your £1 if you have not already done so.

Year 5

Miss Boulton

The money raised from this will go towards

Year 6

Miss O’Connell

adult SVP conferences would also have been doing

child was asked to make a donation of £1 and the
children, yet again, were wonderful. The total
collected so far is £ 137.40 There is still time to

purchasing items for the orphanage in Kerala, India,
which the Jophin family are kindly helping us with.
Funds raised will also be used to make essential

Mrs McGuinness and Mrs Iles will remain non-class
based covering classes as required.

Mr Bagwell will be leaving us at the end of the

teacher would like to meet with you about your child’s

Summer term to begin a new job as a Writing

report, an appointment will be made for you on 16th July.

Specialist at Moor Green Academy. I know you will
join me in thanking Mr Bagwell for all his hard work
and commitment in providing the very best
education for the children in Year 6 over the last 3
and a half years. He has also been committed to the
children’s development, improvement and
participation in many extra -curricular sporting
activities.

____________________________________
Sports Day
Sports Day will
take place on Friday 13th July starting at 1.35
pm. Our aim is to involve as many pupils as possible
at one time, to ensure that they are as active as
possible. The different events mean that the

As I reflect upon the recent promotions of key

children can demonstrate skills in specific areas.

members of staff in our school, I recognise that a

There is always a lovely atmosphere of our school

measure of our success is their success. Being part

community coming together during Sports Day.

of an outstanding school has enabled them to

Most of all there is always such enjoyment on the

increase their skill and expertise, leading to

children’s faces as they compete. Thank you in

promotion.

advance to all our parents, relatives and friends as

Two new teaching staff will be joining our team in
September: Mrs Zorescu, Year 1 teacher and Mr
Simmons, Vice Principal and I know they will receive
a very warm welcome from everyone.

always, for their tremendous support for this
event.
A few reminders for Sports Day:


if the weather is sunny

_____________________________________
End of Year School Reports



Please ensure that on the morning of Sports
Day, you apply adequate sunscreen to your

During the last couple of weeks, I have been

child for additional protection, should the

reading the end of year school reports that

weather we hot

teachers have prepared and written. It is a
genuine privilege to read about the many varied talents

Full PE kit to be worn including school caps



Your child must bring in a plastic bottle of

of our pupils. Every child’s report is unique and it is

water that can be refilled as required to

important for us to remember that we celebrate each

ensure that they stay hydrated at all times.

child’s individuality. All classes will receive their reports
on 12th July. If you would like to speak to your child’s
teacher specifically about their school report, Monday
16th July from 3.40 pm has been set aside for parents
to make an appointment with teachers. Equally, if a

_________________________________
Final Days of the School Term
A reminder to all families that the last day of
the summer term will be on Tuesday 24th July.

On Thursday 19h July at 9.05 am Year 6 will lead their
Leavers’ Assembly followed by their Leavers’ party.
On Monday 23rd July at 9.05 am KS1 will lead our
final Mass of the school year. You are most welcome
to attend.

Secondary School Transfer 2019
Parents in Year 5 should now be considering their
options for their child’s Secondary School. May I
remind parents that if you are applying for a
Catholic school you must supply each school directly
with proof of baptism. This is usually in the form

On Tuesday 24th July pupils will be awarded a

of a baptismal certificate and a supplementary

variety of certificates to celebrate their additional

information form available directly from each

contributions to school life, as well as receiving

school.

attendance awards and the all-important final

certificate you can contact the church where your

attendance cup awarded to the class with the best

child was baptised and they will issue you with

attendance. There will be a ‘picnic on the field’ for

another one.

the children (weather permitting). If your child
would like a picnic meal please send in £2.30 in a
clearly labelled envelope by Thursday 19th July.
(KS1 pupils who currently bring a packed lunch but
would like a picnic lunch on this day only need to
inform the office- no payment required).
Then at 3.10 pm we will gather as a whole school family
to say a fond farewell to everyone for the summer break
with our traditional ‘Farewell bubbles on the field’. This

If you cannot find your child’s baptismal

______________________________________
P.T.A. News

Thank you to everyone who supported the
sponsored bounce, £207 has been donated so far
and will be allocated towards future projects. Many
children have still not brought in their sponsor
money, so please send any remaining monies into
school as soon as possible.

is funded by the PTA, to whom we are most grateful.

We look forward to seeing

Again, all are welcome to join us. Reminder texts will be

everyone at the Summer Fayre

sent nearer the time for these events.

this Saturday 7th July, 12-4

______________________________________
Labels for school uniform
In advance of September when new uniforms are
usually purchased, ‘My Nametags’ is a company that
produces name labels. Orders can be placed using

p.m. There are lots of fun activities for the whole
family to enjoy. Thank you for all of your donations
so far – we still need more so there is still time to
bring in items right up until 6th July. Cakes and
perishable foods can be delivered on the day of the
fair.

their website www.mynametags. If you place an

Due to England’s fabulous victory on

order, please quote school number 21750 (not our

Tuesday night against Columbia, the

school name) and the school will then receive

quarter final match between

commission on your order.

England and Sweden will be shown in school at 3 pm
on Saturday. Please come along, bring your family

and friends and enjoy watching England make their

circumstances, agreed with me in advance. During

way to the semi finals .

this spell of hot weather, it is imperative that your
child brings a refillable, plastic drinks bottle. We

Thank you to parents who have already volunteered

encourage the children to drink water as often as

to help on the day. We still need volunteers to help

possible so that they remain hydrated. Thank you

set up stalls and gazebos on the morning of the fair

for your support.

from 9 a.m. onwards, please give your details to the
school office if you think you could help for an hour
or two. ‘Many hands make light work’. This is our

_____________________________________
And finally….

biggest fundraiser, so please do consider helping or
On behalf of the staff and Academy Committee,

attending. Thank you.

may I wish you all a safe and happy holiday with
_____________________________________

your families and friends. We look forward to
seeing you and your children back at school on

Polite Reminder

Tuesday 4th September.
We have been blessed with a spell of
lovely, hot sunny weather. Please
ensure that your child comes to school
with a school sunhat for extra protection. I would
also encourage you to make sure that sunscreen is
applied to your child before they come to school. In
line with school policy, sunscreen should not be
applied during the day, unless in extreme

Dates for Diary: July 2017
Wed 4 July

New Reception Class 2018 half day visits (2)

Wed 4 July

Year 6 Transition Day to Secondary Schools

Fri 6 July

Quinzone Concert p.m

Sat 7 July

PTA Summer Fayre 12 noon-4 pm

Sun 8 July

Year 6 reading at 11.00 am Mass at Our Lady of Fatima Church

Mon 9 July

Year 3 trip to BMAG

Tues 10 July

Year 6 Sacrament of Confirmation at 7 pm in church

Wed 11 July

Year 2 to visit Avoncroft Museum

Wed 11 July

Academy Committee Meeting 6 pm

Thurs 12 July

9.30 am MoneySense Presentation

Thurs 12 July

10 am Mini Vinnies visit to Our Lady and St Kenelm’s

Fri 13 July

Sports’ Day 1.35 pm

Sun 15 July

Year 5 reading at 11.00 am Mass at Our Lady of Fatima Church

Mon 16 July

Parents’ Evening- appointments upon request.

Thurs 19 July

Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly at 9.05 a.m in school

Thurs 19 July

Year 6 Leavers’ Party Day 11.00 am onwards

Mon 23 July

Year 6 Leavers’ Mass 9.05 am

Tues 24 July

Year 6 Leavers’ Breakfast at Toby Carvery 7.30-8.30 am

Tues 24 July

Children’s Picnic on the field- 12 noon

Tues 24 July

Farewell Bubbles on the field at 3.10 pm. End of summer term.

Pupils return to school on Tuesday 4th September 2018
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
SCHOOL FUND SUMMER TERM 2018
I attach my family contribution of £5 / other £ _______ for the Summer Term.
Eldest child in school ___________________________ Class _________.
Please make cheques payable to SNOMAC.
Received in school by ______________

Thank you for your support.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

