Our Lady of Fatima Primary School
Newsletter — March 2016
‘We welcome everyone into our community to live, love and learn together in the light and example of Jesus Christ’

www.olfatima.bham.sch.uk
‘Faith-filled

and Hopeful’.

Pupils at Our Lady of Fatima School aim to be faith-filled in their beliefs and hopeful for the
future.

Year of Mercy

Our Journey through Lent

Our Lord rejoices in those who place

This is a very important time

their hope in Him. His unconditional

in the liturgical year and the

love, concern, and hope for us all are

children will continue their

consistently found in His Word.

Lenten faith journey in school

Wishing and hoping in people is not

as they prepare for the most important celebration

always real hope. Real hope comes from absolute

of Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday.

Our

faith and trust we have in God and His promises.

preparations

the

______________________________________

Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time (5th

include:

Year

3

receiving

Pope Francis has asked that

March), Service of Reconciliation and individual

churches throughout the world

Confession for Years 4—6, a Passion Play to share

remain open for 24 hours from

the last few days in Jesus’s earthly life to which all

4th to 5th March. He would like all people to have

parents are welcome to attend. We remember the

the opportunity to spend time in adoration before

three important aspects of Lent: Prayer, Fast and

the Blessed Sacrament as well as being able to

Almsgiving.

receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Our Lady
of Fatima Church will remain open for some of this
period. Please consider calling into church with your
children to adore the Blessed Sacrament and to
spend time in prayer. St Dunstan’s Church in Kings
Heath will remain open during the whole of this
weekend should you wish to visit.

Once again as a school we are supporting charities
near to home as well as the wider world—Father
Hudson’s

Society,

the

Catholic

Primary

Partnership’s Rwanda Schools Appeal as well as St
Chad’s Sanctuary.
Your child will have received a collection box for
Father Hudson’s Society. Last week Margot

Scotford led an assembly about the Good Shepherd

NSPCC and O2 E Safety

Appeal to share with the children how their

Workshop

charitable donations are spent. Please encourage

On Tuesday 22nd March we

your child to link their ’fasting’ to ’giving’. We hope

will be holding our first E Safety Parent

that the activities that the children engage in, in

Workshop delivered by staff from O2 (the

school each week, help them on their Lenten faith

mobile network) and the NSPCC. This further

journey. Many of them are ‘enjoyable’ so that they

supports the Inspire Workshops which took

recognise that helping others in greater need is not

place last year which were extremely well

always a painful sacrifice. The Toy Sale last

received by parents. This FREE workshop will

Wednesday 24th February was a huge success and

start at 7pm and all parents are welcome. It will

raised £ 387.31, which is tremendous. Please refer

include tips and suggestions on how to set online

to the Lenten newsletter to keep you informed with

boundaries for your child, explore some of the

our weekly fundraising events, a copy of which is

sites and apps that children use and discuss

available on the school’s website under the Diary

issues such as cyber bullying and social

Dates section-www.olfatima.bham.sch.uk

networking. We have a limited number of places

The ‘silver trail’ where the whole school adds silver

left, so please contact the office if you would

coins to an iconic picture to raise money is a very

like to attend.

spiritually uplifting and prayerful occasion. The
Wednesday Word, class prayer bags and ‘Walk with
Me’ calendars are also useful ways that you can

___________________________________
Tim Peake Primary Project

prepare at home as a family.

We are very excited to

______________________________________

announce that Our Lady of

Science Workshops

Fatima has been chosen as one

On 25th February Dr Watson, a physics teacher
from King Edward’s Five Ways visited the
school to teach Years 3 and 4 about the hard
work it takes to become an astronaut. The
children were certainly put through their paces
as they had to complete a series of difficult
training activities such as controlling a robot
and measuring instruments accurately. Dr
Watson was very impressed with our children so
perhaps one day we may have a budding
astronaut who used to go to Our Lady of Fatima
School.

of a select few schools across the country to be
part of this project. Since Tim Peake took off on
his six month journey to space last December, we
have been keeping an eye on his progress and the
whole school has participated in a national schools’
question and answers video link with the
International Space Station. Over the next few
weeks our whole school will ‘blast off’ as we engage
in a huge Creative Curriculum topic. Between 30th
March and the 10th April our school will be hosting a
Big Space Exhibition at John Lewis in the Grand
Central Shopping Centre, right in the heart of
Birmingham. The European Space Agency has
funded this wonderful project that will see space

suits, food, rockets, a mission control and a training

Parent Consultation Meetings

academy for all prospective space cadets. Each

You should have received your

teacher will work with their class alongside artist

Parents’ Evening appointment letters

Garry Jones to learn about the many different

at the beginning of this week for

aspects of the International Space Station. They

either of our Parent Consultation Meetings taking

will attempt to build it before it is shipped off to

place on Thursday 3rd March or Wednesday 9th

John Lewis where the whole community of

March. Classrooms will be open for parents to view

Birmingham (and beyond) will be able to see our

classwork and meetings will take place in the school

work. We are very excited about this and hope you

hall. May I suggest that you arrive early for your

will be able to visit the exhibition over the Easter

appointment so that you have enough time to look at

holidays.

your child’s work before meeting with the class

______________________________________
School Photographs

teacher? Please remember that we cannot offer
supervision for children, so please make
arrangements in advance for children to be

The school photographer will be in school on Monday 7 th
March 2016 to take individual and family photographs of
school siblings in their winter school uniform.
_______________________________________

supervised off premises.

___________________________________
Hagley Pyramid Concert at Birmingham Town Hall
I hope the parents and families who attended the
Hagley Pyramid Concert at Birmingham Town Hall

Attendance

enjoyed the event, especially our own children’s

Congratulations once again to Year 2 for winning the
Attendance Cup for last half term. Given the amount of
coughs, colds, high temperatures and upset tummies we
had last half term, the class percentages were
remarkably good, with an overall percentage of 97.6%,
which is still well above the national average. Well done

performance of ‘See My Baby Jive’. Mr O’Connor,
Mrs Greatrex, Mrs Wakeman and I were incredibly
proud of the children, both in terms of behaviour
and performance.

___________________________________
Sainsbury's Active Kids Vouchers

everyone!
Year Group

%

Year 2
97.9
Years 1,4 and 5

97.5

Year 6

97.3

Year 3

97.0

Reception

96.4

attendance

Once again we are collecting the Active Kids
vouchers which can be redeemed against a wide
range of active equipment. Thank you for your
support in collecting these vouchers and bringing
them into school.

KS2 ‘Read for my school’

PTA St Patrick’s Day Disco
The PTA is hosting their annual St
Patrick’s Day Disco on Friday 18th
March 2016 in the school hall from

Reading for pleasure is at the heart of this
initiative, which aims to generate excitement about
books and cultivate long-lasting positive attitudes
towards reading. We always try to recognise the
importance of reading so please do encourage your
child to take part in this online reading initiative.
All KS2 pupils have a log in and password to access
the electronic books at:

www.readformyschool.co.uk
__________________________________
Health for Life
On 26th January 2016 Our
Lady of Fatima School received our Health for Life
school award which recognises all we have achieved
during the last 18 months to promote healthier
lifestyles. Our main focus was growing and eating
home grown produce. The Health for Life

6.30- 9 pm. Drinks and hot food can be purchased
as well. We also have some very talented parents
who enjoy Irish dancing, so please do your best to
attend to raise further funds for school.
St Patrick’s Day Parade
Once again Our Lady of
Fatima School has been
asked to take part in the St Patrick’s Day Parade on
the 13th March 2016. Year 3 will be creating two
giant rocket ships to lead the parade and 32
children will be dressed as space boys/girls to carry
the 32 county flags of Ireland. All classes and
parents, relatives and friends are invited to attend.
More detailed information will be sent out next
week.
______________________________________
Easter Bonnet Parade

Committee has spent time preparing the raised

Once again staff have kindly

beds for more growing to start next month in

donated Easter eggs for the Easter raffle. Raffle

school. We have planted some lavender seeds in

tickets will be on sale during break times starting

propagators and hope to plant these out in spring.

this Monday 7th March. The children are all invited

The committee has also promoted and judged the

to wear an Easter hat (to be made at home) for the

Walk once a Week (WoW ) badge logo competition.

Easter Bonnet Parade which will take place on

They decided on three winners and have submitted

Thursday 24th March. The Easter raffle will be

these entries to the London Head Office to be

drawn at the parade.

entered into the National Finals.

Ipads

Summer Uniform

We are pleased to announce

After Easter, children can start to wear summer

that 15 new iPads and cases

uniform – white poloshirt instead of shirt / tie and

have been purchased for children to use in

light blue check or striped cotton dresses. As the

class. So far they have been used to create

weather warms, cardigans and jumpers are often

videos in Computing lessons, research in RE and

discarded, so please ensure they are clearly labelled

fraction games in Maths. Initial feedback from

so that they can easily be returned to you! It is

staff and children is that they are incredibly

advisable for children to have a school summer cap

useful and easy to use. This project has been

or hat if the weather is fine. These can be

funded by the PTA and we are extremely

purchased from the school office. Sport and

grateful for all of the fundraising they do for

fashion caps are not part of school uniform. Please

the benefit of children at the school.

remember the policy relating to ‘fashion’ haircuts –
they are not part of school uniform.

Reminder of the remaining Teacher Training Days 2015/16
Tuesday 12th April 2016
Monday 13th June 2016

Dates for Diary: March 2016
There will be more dates to add as the term continues but these dates are available so far:
Tues 1st Mar

School Nurse available 8.30 -10.00 am

Tues 1st Mar

Years 3 and 4- Malachi Workshops

Wed 2nd Mar

Year 6’s Class Feast Day- St Chad. Non-uniform day for Year 6 ONLY

Thurs 3rd Mar

9.05 am Reception Class’s Mothers’ Day Assembly

Thurs 3rd Mar

Parents’ Evening 4pm-7pm. Parents only for all appointments- please make
arrangements for your child/ren to be supervised at home.

Sat 5th Mar

11 a.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation (First Confession) — Year 3 at Our Lady of
Fatima Church

Sun 6th Mar

Year 5 reading at 11.00 am Mass at Our Lady of Fatima Church

Wed 9th Mar

SNOMAC KS2 Netball at Our Lady of Fatima

Wed 9th Mar

Parents’ Evening 4pm-7pm. Parents only for all appointments- please make

arrangements for your child/ren to be supervised at home.
Sun 13th Mar

Year 4 reading at 11.00 am Mass at Our Lady of Fatima Church

Tues 15th Mar

School Nurse available 8.30-10.00 am

Wed 16th Mar

SNOMAC Games Event for Years 5 and 6 at Hagley High School

Thurs 17th Mar

St Patrick’s Feast Day- non-school uniform day- green/ orange clothes

Thurs 17th Mar

Reconciliation Service and Confessions in school - Years 4—6

Fri 18th Mar

6.30 – 9pm PTA St Patrick’s Night Disco

Wed 23rd Mar

9.15 am Years 3-5 Passion Play- all welcome

Wed 23rd Mar

6 p.m

Thurs 24th Mar

Easter Bonnet Parade

Thurs 24th Mar

3.30 p.m. Last day of Spring term—school closes for Easter Holiday

Wed 13th Apr

8.55 a.m Children return to school after Easter holidays

School Academy Committee Meeting

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
SCHOOL FUND SPRING TERM 2016
I attach my family contribution of £5 / other £ _______ for the Spring Term.
Cheques to be made payable to SNOMAC.
Eldest child in school ___________________________ Class _________ .
We will return this slip to you to acknowledge your contribution.
Received in school by ______________

Thank you for your support.

